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SSULQg fRUZaUd, faOO fRUZaUd 
Hello, Trevi Garden Homeowners Association members. Welcome to the 
fall newsletter. 

This year has brought lots of warm, dry weather and some solid 
improvements to the neighborhood. The swale was mowed down in early 
spring and then sprayed to help keep the new growth under control. A 
summer drought also helped wither the surviving cattails. Next year will tell 
how well this approach worked. 

TUeYL·V VKRUWeVW SULYaWe VWUeeW, CRPR LaQe, ZaV UeSOaced LQ JXQe (Vee WKe 
article on page 6). The construction went smoothly, with Moss Concrete 
providing reliable, high-quality work for our residents.  

Barricades and orange barrels returned to the neighborhood this month. 
After several calls to the Department of Public Works and a meeting with 
officials, the city addressed longstanding street repairs on Trevi Drive and 
assisted with water drainage issues on Neptune and Sorrento Villas.  

Board members have also been contributing to upkeep. Scott Fields cleaned 
and repainted the Trevi Gardens signs at the main entrance, and Steve 
Sandstrom has been watering the shrubs there. He has also assisted some 
neighbors in cutting back unwelcome volunteer tree growth around the 
subdivision.  

The Trevi Board will once again be hosting a special treat stop on Halloween 
night (see page 3). We had quite a few children and families come by last 
year, and we encourage everyone to drift over to Lily Lane for some ghostly 
goodies on the 31st! 

Finally, mark your calendars for TUeYL GaUdeQV· AQQXaO MeeWLQJ at 5:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, November 4, at the Southern View Chapel, 4500 S. 2nd. St. We 
ZLOO dLVcXVV aQd YRWe RQ Qe[W \eaU·V bXdJeW, aV ZeOO aV ZeOcRPLQJ RWKeUV WR 
join the board. If you would like to volunteer to be a trustee of the TGHOA, 
please submit your interest by October 31 via a letter or email to 
trevigardenshomeowners@gmail.com.   CONTINUED ON PAGE Ϯ 



It is very important for everyone who is able to show 
up at the annual meeting and vote. If you cannot 
attend, your voice can still be heard through the use of 
the proxy mailed to each property owner. Consider 
delegating someone to vote for you ² e.g., a neighbor 
or the HOA Board as a whole.  

I look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood! 

Kathy Seketa, HOA President 

Five years ago, Trevi Gardens held a very well 
attended meeting in Southwind Park, where we 
discussed in great detail some of the challenges and 
opportunities facing the Trevi Gardens community. 

At that meeting, the residents overwhelmingly voted 
to authorize the creation of a Reserve Fund for the 
purpose of funding needed repairs to the Trevi 
Gardens infrastructure. 

Since that time, the Trevi Gardens HOA has rebuilt 
WKUee Rf WKe VXbdLYLVLRQ·V SULYaWe VWUeeWV. IQ JXQe, Ze 
completely replaced Como Lane with a properly 
engineered road. 

This past year we also cleared much of the overgrowth 
within the Trevi Gardens swale. The original design of 
our central drainage ditch also creates multiple 
problems for the HOA. 

Earlier this summer, the City of Springfield sent the 
Board of Trustees a letter instructing us to conduct 
work on our water retention and drainage. We are 
working now to determine precisely what that will 
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TREASURY NOTES  
IQfOaWLRQ, SURMecWV SURPSW Qeed fRU dXeV LQcUeaVe 

entail. What is clear is that any solution to mitigate 
WKe cLW\·V cRQceUQV LV OLNeO\ WR KaYe a fLQaQcLaO cRVW. 

Over the last few years, inflation has had a negative 
effecW RQ TUeYL·V fLQaQceV. SLQce 2022 Ze·Ye PaQaJed 
to keep HOA dues level through a variety of 
measures, including earning competitive interest on 
savings and hand-delivering various documents to 
UeVLdeQWV, OLNe WKLV faOO QeZVOeWWeU. We·Ye VaYed PRUe 
than $1,500 in postage with such efforts. 

But inflation has now caught up with us. The cost of 
bookkeeping, pond management, street replacements, 
mowing and weeding, and insurance have all 
increased rapidly. To maintain a responsible bottom 
line, a dues increase will be proposed for the new year.   

You should have received a packet containing the 
2026 budget proposals. It will be discussed and voted 
on at our upcoming annual meeting. Please read the 
materials closely and consider attending the meeting 
beginning at 5:30 on November 4 at Southern View 
Chapel.  

Randy Armstrong, Treasurer 

FaOO fRUZaUd  CONTINUED FROM PAGE ϭ 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Ocƚ͘ ϯϭ HALLOWEEN 
NŽǀ͘  Ϯ DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 
NŽǀ͘  ϰ TREVI GARDENS ANNUAL 

MEETING 
 ϱ͗ϯϬ Ɖŵ͕ SŽƵƚheƌŶ Vieǁ 

ChaƉeů 
NŽǀ͘  ϭϭ VETERANS DAY 
NŽǀ͘  Ϯϳ THANKSGIVING 

ϯ 

VLVLW LLO\ LaQe WR bRRVW \RXU HaOORZeeQ haXO 

The Trevi Gardens HOA board and some friendly 
neighbors are hosting a driveway gathering from 5:30 - 
8 S.P. RQ FULda\, OcWRbeU 31. IW·V RSeQ WR eYeU\RQe, 
young and old alike. 

Goodies will be in abundance, including hot 
chocolate, spiced apple cider, juice, fruit and candy.  

If \RX·d OLNe WR be a SaUW Rf WKe fXQ, MXVW cRPe RQ RYeU! 
AQd Lf \RX·d OLNe WR cRQWULbXWe WRZaUd WKe eYeQLQJ, 
help hand out candy, or assist with the event in some 
way, you are welcome³the more, the scarier! Contact 
Theresa Armstrong at 217-341-4630 to donate your 
time, treasure or talent.  

Will you be prowling the streets, searching for treats on 
Halloween night? Then drift down to the southwest 
corner of the subdivision to Lily Lane for a monster-
sized assortment of sweets!  

PRQd ZLQdPLOO UePRYed, 
RYeUfORZ SLSe cOeaUed 
 
The pond has long been an attractive element of our 
neighborhood, especially for everyone who likes to fish 
or walk around Trevi. It is periodically treated to pre-
vent algae growth and has two aerators working 24/7. 
This summer it looked especially scenic, marred only 
by the evidence that the Canadian geese like it too. 

A windmill was installed in March 2004 to power the 
SRQd·V fLUVW aeUaWLRQ V\VWeP. A QeZ eOecWULcaO XQLW ZaV 
added four years ago to upgrade the effort, making the 
structure purely decorative. As the trees grew around it, 
the windmill blended into the shoreline. 

On September 27, the windmill was completely dis-
mantled. The board worked with a contractor to have it 
taken down and hauled away at no cost. 

IQ addLWLRQ, WKe SRQd·V dUaLQSLSe RQ LWV VRXWKeUQ VKRUe 
was professionally cleared in July. If/when heavy rains 
DO occur, 
rising 
stormwater 
can flow 
unobstruct-
ed into the 
swale.  



BaOORRQV caVW ZaUP gORZ LQ SRXWhZLQd Pa UN

ϰ 

Sharing a border with a public park has distinct  
advantages. Not only does the park provide convenient 
walking paths and activity areas, but it also hosts  
random community events. On September 18, the 
Springfield Park District held a Balloon Glow at South-
wind Park. Ten hot air balloons were inflated and  
illuminated as the sun set and night fell. It made for a 
fun, colorful evening³one that Trevi Gardens residents 
would love to see become an annual tradition. 

Aeƌiaů ƉhŽƚŽ cŽƵƌƚeƐǇ 
Žf CŽƌeǇ BůaƵŵ 



BaOORRQV caVW ZaUP gORZ LQ SRXWhZLQd Pa UN 

ϱ 



ϲ 

The city repaired a multitude of cracked road sections 
along Trevi Drive this October. They were replacing 
the original concrete, dating back to when the 
neighborhood was first developed.  

Trevi residents sincerely appreciate the use of our 
municipal tax dollars toward the effort. We could 
tolerate the short-term inconvenience of the many 
construction zones for the long-term gain.  

The Board of 
Trustees 
knows how 
difficult and 
expensive it 
is to tackle a 
project of this 
magnitude, 
and to do it 
right. At the 
beginning of 
the summer, 
we had 
Como Lane 
rebuilt from 
end to end.  

It is 1 of 8 
streets within 
Trevi 
Gardens that was not built to city code. As such, the 
Public Works department considers them long 
driveways, and is under no obligation to maintain 
them. The residents on these private streets literally 
own the road in front of their homes, with lot lines 
extending to the midpoint of the street adjacent to 
each house or duplex. 

FLYe Rf WKeVe RULJLQaO ´VWXbµ VWUeeWV cRQQecW WR TUeYL 
Drive parallel to Second Street. From north to south, 
they are Caesars Lane (on the west side of the street, 
nearest the pond), Agustus, Volare, Capri and finally 
Como, the shortest of the bunch. They too were 
initially constructed in the 1980s, concrete poured 
directly onto topsoil without reinforcing rebar or any 
crushed gravel foundation. 

CRPR 2.0: VPRRWh, VWXUd\ aQd VeOf-fLQaQced 

The other three private streets are within a section of 
WKe VXbdLYLVLRQ cRPSOeWed LQ WKe ¶90V: WKe FLfWK 
AddLWLRQ. AccRUdLQJ WR TUeYL·V cRYeQaQWV, WKe 31 
collective properties on the Messina/Resina horseshoe 
and Argenta Drive were designed to be governed by an 
independent condo association. That group has never 
formed. 

MRVV CRQcUeWe aQd E[caYaWLQJ cRPSOeWed CRPR·V 
construction on schedule in June for $44,067. It is 
being financed from three sources: 

1) a gift from the HOA equal to 30% of the total 
expense 

2) dedicated funds from property owners on the 
respective private street, and 



SigŶƐ cůeaŶed Θ ƐhiŶed:  ShaƌƉ-eǇed ƌeƐideŶƚƐ ŵaǇ 
haǀe ŶŽƟced ƚhiŶgƐ ůŽŽŬiŶg a ůiƩůe bƌighƚeƌ aƚ ƚhe 
ŵaiŶ eŶƚƌaŶce͘ TƌƵƐƚee ScŽƩ FieůdƐ ƌeŵŽǀed aŶd 
ƌeƐƚŽƌed ƚhe Tƌeǀi GaƌdeŶƐ ƐigŶage Žǀeƌ ƚhe ƐƵŵͲ
ŵeƌ͘ Each ƐigŶ ǁaƐ ƚhŽƌŽƵghůǇ cůeaŶed aŶd ƌeƉaiŶƚͲ
ed͕ aŶd ƚheǇ ůŽŽŬ ůiŬe Ŷeǁ͘ ThaŶŬ ǇŽƵ͕ ScŽƩ͊  

ϳ 

3) an internal loan to the residents from the HOA 
for the remaining balance 

The loan is being repaid from earmarked funds 
fURP CRPR·V RZQeUV. PULYaWe VWUeeW SURSeUW\ 
owners have been paying a second, annual 
assessment into a dedicated account for this 
purpose since 2016. 

The Board hopes to have the final remaining stub 
street³Volare³rebuilt in the near future.  

EacK QeZ URad SURYLdeV VROLd ´cXUb aSSeaOµ fRU WKe 
residents and helps to maintain the safety and 
appearance of the subdivision. And like the new 
sections of Trevi Drive the city just fixed, it should 
last for another 50 years. 




